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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 4/3/07 
has been entered. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

Claims 1, 3, 14, 16, 17, 19, 34, 36, 39, 41 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first 
paragraph, as failing to comply with the written description requirement. The claim(s) 
contains subject matter which was not described in the specification in such a way as to 
reasonably convey to one skilled in the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the 
application was filed, had possession of the claimed invention. The claims recite the 
limitation of "detecting a fee at a plurality of intervals from the value total during a 
gaming session". The specification does not describe the limitation of "a gaming 
session". 



Application/Control Number: 10/056,550 Page 3 

Art Unit: 3714 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 3, 16, 19, 36 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 

indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 

applicant regards as the invention. Claims 3, 16, 19, 36, recite the limitation of 

interrupting for a period of time the detecting of a plurality of intervals from the value 

total during a gaming session independent of play of said game represented by the said 

video image. It is not clear what is independent of play of the game. The claim does 

not specify if the interruption, the deduction of a plurality of intervals, or the gaming 

session is independent of play of the game. For purposes of examination, the claim will 

read, as the interval is independent of the play of the game represent by video image. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-3, 14-20, 34-37, 39 and 41 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Walker et al. (U.S. 6,077,163). 



Claims 1, 14, 17, 34; Walker discloses a gaming method comprising: 
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Receiving a value amount to initially define a value total (Abstract, Figs. 2B, 5, 
8A-B, 11 A, 15, column 2, lines 1-5, and column 3, lines 25-30); 

Causing a video image representing a game to be generated, said video image 
representing one of the following games: video poker, video blackjack, video slots, 
video keno and video bingo, said video image comprising an image of at least five 
playing cards if said game comprises video poker, said video image comprising an 
image of a plurality of simulated slot machine reels if said game comprises video slots, 
said video image comprising an image of a plurality of keno numbers if said game 
comprises video keno, and said video image comprising an image of a bingo grid if said 
game comprises video bingo (Column 3, lines 1-5); 

deducting a fee at a plurality of intervals from the value total during a gaming 
session (The player selects a fee for a gaming session/flat pay session, cols. 10:24-31, 
1 1 :58-62. Fees are deducted on intervals based on the flat pay rate or the rate of the 
gaming session. During the gaming session, a fee is deducted at intervals in a form of 
a countdown, cols. 6:36-38, 12:31-60, 13:18-50. The gaming session ends when the 
balance for the gaming session reaches zero. More specifically, the gaming session 
ends when the countdown of the interval remaining and the value of interval remaining 
reach zero, cols. 6:36-39, 12:43-44, 13:18-42), the intervals being independent of play 
of said game represented by said video image and independent of input from a player 
(The intervals of the flat pay session is independent of the game and input from a 
player, cols. 1:62-65, 2:1-5, 3:25-30, 11:51-57, 13:27-42); 
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determining based on the fee a value payout associated with an outcome of said 
game represented by said video image [(Figs. 6, 8A-B, and column 6, line 56-column 
12, line 21) Based on the flat rate fee that is calculated the number of coins bet per play 
a pay combination jackpot is established as shown in figure 6 for example.]; and 

adding the value to the value total (Fig. 13, Column 3, lines 25-30, and column 4, 
lines 27-35). 

Claims 2, 15, and 35; Walker discloses deducting a fixed fee periodically from the 
value total independent of play of said game represented by said video image (Abstract, 
Figs. 2B, 5, 8A-B, 1 1A, 15, column 2, lines 1-5, and column 3, lines 25-30); A flat rate 
fee is deducted at each player session. 

Claims 3, 16, 19, and 36; Walker discloses interrupting for a period of time the 
deducting of a plurality of intervals from the value total during a gaming session 
independent of play of said game represented by said video game (The countdown is 
stopped when the when the gaming session is not active, col. 12:25-60, 13:5-17. When 
the count down is not implemented, the deduction of a plurality of intervals from the 
value total is interrupted, col. 12:25-60). 

Claims 20 and 37; Walker discloses the gaming apparatuses being 
interconnected to form a network of gaming apparatuses (Fig. 1, 3, and column 3, line 
40-column 4, line 4). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 21 and 38 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Walker et al. (U.S. 6,077,163) in view of Lott (5,851 ,01 1 ). 

Claims 21 and 38, as discussed above, Walker discloses the gaming devices are 
connected to a network. However, Walker does not specifically teach the gaming 
devices are interconnected via the Internet. In an analogous art to operating gaming 
machines connected to a network, Lott teaches a gaming machine connected to a 
network and the Internet. Many video based casino games are offered over the 
Internet, thereby making the games available to a potentially enormous audience (col. 
3:52-54). The games offered over the Internet allow players to interact with each other 
(share jackpot, cols. 7:32-39, 13:7-33). The operator, or casino management system 
could further monitor all monetary exchanges between the remote gaming machines 
and the player (cols. 14:66 - 15:10). Therefore it would have been obvious in one 
skilled in the art at the time the invention was made to modify Walker's gaming device 
connected to a network, and incorporate the network to include the Internet, in order to 
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offer a large numbers of players to play the game while managing and monitoring all 
monetary exchanges between the gaming machines and players. 



Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 4/3/07 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

Regarding claims 1, 14, 17, 24, 39 and 41, Applicant argues that Walker does 
not teach deducting a fee at a plurality of intervals from the value total during a gaming 
session. However, Walker teaches the player selects a fee for a gaming session/flat 
pay session (cols. 10:24-31, 11:58-62). The fees are deducted on intervals based on 
the flat pay rate or the rate of the gaming session. During the gaming session, a fee is 
deducted at intervals in a form of a countdown (cols. 6:36-38, 12:31-60, 13:18-50). The 
gaming session ends when the balance for the gaming session reaches zero. More 
specifically, the gaming session ends when the countdown of the interval remaining and 
the value of interval remaining reach zero, cols. (6:36-39, 12:43-44, 13:18-42). 

Furthermore, as noted in the previous Office Action (dated 10/3/06), changing the 
time intervals at does not patentably distinguish over Walker. Walker discloses a fee 
deduction based on time and the length of time as a whole. Walker further discloses 
the fee is credited if the whole length of time is not used up. Regardless of the change 
in number of increments or the change in length of increments, the end result or the 
length in time as a whole is still the same. For example, Walker discloses a fee of $25 
for half an hour of play (col. 3:28-30). The half an hour of play for $25 is equivalent to 
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buying six 5-minute blocks of a flat rate playing time totaling the fee of $25. Applicant 
has not provided any arguments why such modification is beneficial or patentably 
distinguishable. Therefore Applicant's claimed invention is equivalent to Walker, and 
does not overcome the prior art taught by Walker. 

Regarding claim 3, Applicant argues that Walker does not teach interrupting for a 
period of time the deducting of a fee at a plurality of intervals from the value total. 
However, as indicated above, Walker teaches the countdown is stopped when the when 
the gaming session is not active (col. 12:25-60, 13:5-17). When the count down is not 
implemented, the deduction of a plurality of intervals from the value total is interrupted 
(col. 12:25-60). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jasson H. Yoo whose telephone number is (571)272- 
5563. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robert Pezzuto can be reached on (571)272-6996. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

JHY 

/Corbett Coburn/ 
Primary Examiner 
AU 3714 



